
 

  

Grossnickle Church of the Brethren May 2021 
 

RED LETTERS… did Jesus really mean what He said? 
 

 In 1899, Louis Klopsch, who at the time was the editor of The Christian Herald magazine, came up 
with the idea to print the words given credit to Jesus’ voice in red ink so that the reader could go right to 
the words Jesus was credited with saying. And, to remember that His voice was real, and His words 
significant. Can we, too, pay attention even when the words are hard, challenging, grace-filled, radical, 
compassionate, inclusive, heartfelt, impossible, and living them out seems impossible? 
 
 Today, there is a growing movement labeled “Red-Letter Christians”.  The seed of this came from 
a very unexpected source.  So, who first suggested the label?  It happened on radio, during an interview 
that was conducted with Jim Wallis, [ev. Jim Wallis of Sojourners magazine] by a secular Jewish Country-
and-Western disc jockey in Nashville, Tennessee.  In the midst of the interview, talking about trying to live 
the life that Jesus taught, the DJ happened to say to Jim Wallis, “So, you’re one of those Red-Letter 
Christians--you know--who’s really into those verses in the New Testament that are in red letters!” Jim 
Wallis simply answered, “That’s right!” Others heard the interview and agreed. 
 
 Others began to say, “YES! That is who I want to be”.   Connecting to the challenge and committed 
to live out what Jesus called His followers to become the way, the path, that Jesus laid out before us and 
invited us to join him in living in front of a broken and hurting world.   
 
 The message in those red-lettered verses is radical, to say the least. If you don’t believe me, 
simply read Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7).  
 
 Sometimes we can read, and then re-read, and wonder…did Jesus really mean what he said?  Did 
He really want us to love our enemies? To feed the poor? To seek the Kingdom of God before anything 
else? That we, His followers, would do even greater things than He? That He would be with us when we 
shared life together? That we can’t love and serve both God and money? That we need to reconcile 
before we can truly worship? That we are to invite strangers in to be a part of our lives?  And there is so 
much more. 
 
 Discerning and figuring out just how to relate to and live out those radical red letters in the Bible, in 
the complex issues of our modern world, will be difficult for all of us. But we are not to avoid the difficult as 
we are being called and challenged by Jesus. 
 
 Gandhi once said that “everybody in the world knows what Jesus was teaching in those verses--
except Christians”!   Wow…let’s see if we prove him wrong, if we can be different. Can we be open to 
exploring what it might mean in our lives, our community and our world…if we begin to glean a better 
understanding and take on the challenge of exploring the RED LETTERS…and discern…did Jesus 
really mean what he said? 
 
 Sunday mornings beginning May 16th and all Sundays in June we will be discovering and exploring 
some of Jesus’ RED LETTERS and digging a wee bit deeper.  Come join us on the Way. 
 
Joy for the Journey, Sandi 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Klopsch
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UPCOMING SERMONS 
 
Please join us for Worship in one of a variety of ways.  Join us Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in-person 
(masked and distanced) in the Sanctuary or by radio from your vehicle in the church parking lot.  Worship 
recordings will be made available Sunday afternoons through email and Facebook.  And, for anyone without 
internet access, you may still receive an audio-only CD by contacting the church office. 
 
  

 Pastor Sandi is planning to share the following messages during May: 
  

 DATE SERMON SCRIPTURE SPECIAL ACTIVITIES  

 May 2 Micah Challenge:  Walk Humbly Micah 6:8 “My 2¢ for Hunger” Offering 

 May 9 What’s A Mother to Do? Luke 2:39-52; Romans 16:13 Mother’s Day/Blanket Sunday 

 May 16 What is RED LETTER Christianity?  Matthew 28:16-20 

 May 23  Red Letters about: COMPASSION  Matthew 25:34-40 Memorial Sunday 

 May 30  Red Letters about: MATERIALISM  Matthew 6:19-21 Graduation Sunday 
 

 

“STEPS FOR DISASTER RELIEF” WALK-A-THON 
 
This is a district-wide event scheduled for the entire month of May to raise donations 
for our District’s Disaster Relief Fund because DISASTERS DON’T STOP!  There is 
still time to sign up to walk or to sponsor walkers. 
 

Grossnickle Church walkers are:  Cathie Clemson, Carl Jouannet, Pam 
Jouannet, Christy Kehlbeck, Diane Moser, and Pastor Sandi.  Please consider 

sponsoring one or more of these individuals as they intentionally walk for an hour “in” a disaster survivor’s 
shoes, imagining their plight, praying for them and for those who provide relief. 
 

To participate in the walk-a-thon, please pick up a flyer at the church and sign up on the bulletin board in 
the narthex.  Sponsors, please make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB” and note “Steps for Disaster 
Relief” on the memo line, then give your check to the individual(s) you are sponsoring.  Non-sponsored 
donations are welcome and may be submitted to the church.  Walkers, please place all donations 
collected into one envelope and write your name and “Steps for Disaster Relief” on the envelope before 
submitting to the church.  We would like to have all donations by Sunday, June 13th.  Thank you! 

 

PARENTS’ NITE-IN 
 

In the midst of the pandemic many parents find it challenging to make time for 
themselves. It is still significant to build a strong family that can flourish in the 
midst of a pandemic.  A healthy marriage is the foundation of a strong and faithful 
family.  We want to offer ideas that have the opportunity of enriching your 
relationship together.  This month we offer a simple “event” for helping couples to 
be intentional in focusing on one another. 
 

May BACKYARD PICNIC Night… In May, we are encouraging the idea of a 
Backyard Picnic night.  As the weather brightens, you hope you can choose an 
evening to be outside together.  Creating a picnic menu together or finding a 
favorite place to order from, then designing a delightful setting to share.  While 

you are together we encourage you to develop your communication and intimacy skills through some 
suggested Conversation Starters.  Instructions will be emailed out in early May. 
 

Hosted by the Christian Education Commission 
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BLANKET SUNDAY… A Grossnickle Church Tradition 
 

Blanket Sunday has been a Mother’s Day tradition for many 
years. Grossnickle Church will participate once again on 
Sunday, May 9th.  During worship we will be “joining” with other 
congregations and groups across the United States for this 
Church World Service blanket event with a goal of providing for 
people in need in the United States and across the world! 
 

The Outreach Commission invites you once again to consider 
supporting this tradition.  Monetary donations of $10.00 per 
blanket will be gratefully accepted in honor of all special 
women in our lives including, our mothers, grandmothers, 
aunts, sisters, and wives who have nurtured us along life’s path. 
  

To participate, please make checks payable to "Grossnickle Church of the Brethren" and indicate "for 
blankets" and place in the offering plate.  Checks, also, may be mailed to the church at P.O. Box 575, 
Myersville, MD  21773-0575. 
 

Thank you for participating in this worthy cause and in honoring all the women in our lives. If you have 
questions, please feel free to contact Diane Moser or the church office. 
 

MEMORIAL SUNDAY… A Time of Remembrance 
 

During worship on Sunday, May 23 we will remember and celebrate the 

lives of members of our congregation, relatives of members, and persons in 

the community who have died since the previous Memorial Remembrance.  

A bulletin insert for the service will list the names of these individuals.  To be 

sure your loved one will be included, contact the church office 

(kathie.tucker@gcob.org or 301-293-9516) with their name no later than 

Thursday, May 13.  

  

GRADUATE SUNDAY… A Time to Celebrate 
 
Our annual Graduate Sunday worship service will be held during worship on 
May 30th (new date). Our Christian Education Commission would like to have 
names of students in our church family who will be graduating from high school 
or college this spring. Names received as of this issue of the Dunker are: 
 
High school: Jenna Grossnickle, Sadie Hinkle, Keri Horine, Declan 

Kehlbeck, Catherine Mahoney, Mackenzy Crawford 
 
College: Gunner Crawford, Ethan Grossnickle, Paige Bussard, Collin Delauter, Gabrielle Riggs, 
Ellie Grossnickle 
 
Please contact Traci Hanser (240-357-8160) now, if there is a graduate in your family and their name is 
not listed above. Preparations are underway to make this a meaningful celebration for our graduates. 
  

mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
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It's time once again to renew Messenger subscriptions.  And, if not already a subscriber, 
this is your opportunity to begin a new subscription; or give a gift subscription. 

 

 If you sign up through the church, the cost is $14.50/year or $27.00 for two years. 
 First time subscribers get a 50% discount the 1st year. 
 Student rates are $1.25/issue or $10 for an 8-month subscription. 
 Make checks payable to Grossnickle COB and note MESSENGER.  Payments (checks) 

should be delivered to the Church Office.  Please note your check # on the signup sheet. 
 Orders due by Sunday, June 6. 
 Questions?  Contact the church office. 

 

CONVERSATIONS ON RACISM 
 
The 1991 Annual Conference Report on Brethren and Black Americans states:  “Because racism is 
built into our way of life, it is extremely difficult to unmask it and honestly face the radical changes that 
need to be made in ourselves and our institutions if it is to be eradicated. Members of the Church of 
the Brethren face the subtle temptation of thinking that because there are not many black Americans 
in the denomination, or because many of us do not live in physical proximity to black people, that the 
problem of racism is not our concern. Nothing could be further from the truth. Many of us benefit from 
racist practices, without being direct participants, because of decisions and policies already in place 
in our religious, economic, and political institutions.” 
 

Why is it so hard for us to have such conversations, conversations on racism…and to have them at 
church? Our denomination is very open and encouraging for us to enter into conversations that can 
help us all to stretch, educate ourselves a wee bit more and begin to dig deeper in our own lives. 
Learning to speak, do, and walk in Justice and Mercy towards our neighborhoods…to be Jesus in our 
neighborhood. 
 

Pastor Sandi with be facilitating four such conversations, using the book White Fragility as a 
resource.  (There will be copies of the book available for your use.)   Thursday evenings in the Parish 
Hall (masks and social distancing will be honored) at 7:00 pm, May 6, 13, 20, and 27. 
 

ANNUAL MID-ATLANTIC DISASTER RESPONSE AUCTION 
 

The 2021 Mid-Atlantic Disaster Response Auction that is traditionally held the first Saturday in May 

has been scheduled for later this year.   Mark your calendar now for Saturday, November 13, 2021 

and plan to attend this annual fund raiser held at the Carroll County Ag Center, Westminster, MD.  

Funds raised will benefit the Emergency Disaster Fund of the Church of the Brethren to help victims 

recover from many disasters all around our world. 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE DELEGATES NEEDED 

 

The Board is seeking two individuals to be delegates for the 2021 Church of the 

Brethren Annual Conference. The Conference is virtual this year and runs from 

June 30 - July 4. If interested, please contact Danny Rumpf at 240.675.1897 or 

djrumpf78@comcast.net. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.brethren.org/ac/statements/1991blackamericans
mailto:djrumpf78@comcast.net
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GROWING PROJECT NEWS 

 
The Growing Project committee is looking forward to another 

successful year in 2021, raising funds for Growing Hope Globally.  

This is our sixteenth year of working toward helping our brothers and 

sisters rise out of hunger and poverty.  We know we have made a 

real difference in the lives of many people around the globe.  Please 

continue to support the Growing Project through your prayers, donations, and presence at our events 

throughout the year. 
 

For this year, we chose to sponsor the Haiti Mole St. Nicolas program.   This program works with 
farmers in a severely food insecure region of Haiti where lack of roads and infrastructure prohibit 
many non-profits from working in that area.  We liked that this program works with water issues in that 
region, both with providing access to a spring for drinking, and helping folks with better means of 
fishing to conserve resources. 
 

Please note these 2021 Growing Project events on your calendar and plan to 
join us: 

Sunday, May 23 – Chipotle Fundraiser, 4-8:00 pm  
Sunday, June 13 – Blessing of the Seed, 3:00 pm 
Saturday, Sept. 18 – Sub Sale 
Sunday, October 17 – Harvest Celebration, 2:30 pm   

 

We are always grateful for corporate sponsors and individuals who sponsor 
an acre or portion of an acre on the Growing Project farm.  For more 
information please call the church office or Patty Hurwitz at 301-471-7810. 
 
  
 

[insert sponsor form and Chipotle insert] 



The Dunker, May 2021 Page 6 
 

CELEBRATION CORNER PHOTOS 
 

 

 

 

Our Christian Education 
Commission sponsored a 
special activity, Eggs-A-
Lent, during the 12 days 
leading up to Easter.  Each 
of the 12 days, families 
read a devotion together 
and opened an egg with 
an item tied to Holy Week. 

There was much to celebrate on EASTER SUNDAY…  A community sunrise service was celebrated at Garfield UMC.  
Then our Grossnickle Church family celebrated our Risen Savior with 2 in-person worship services.  Folks gathered in-
person for the first time since December 2020 either outside at 9:00 am (above) or in the sanctuary at 10:30 am. 

Glenn Lantz built a new vanity cabinet for the 
Ladies restroom.  Alan Spade helped Glenn with 
the installation.  THANK YOU, GLENN & ALAN!!! 
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NOTES OF THANKS 
 
THANK YOU FROM ANNA MAE ROSENBERRY… Thank you all for the cards for my birthday. 
 

THANK YOU!!  Special thanks and appreciation to Glenn Lantz and Alan Spade for the new 
addition to the Ladies restroom.  Glenn built a new vanity cabinet to replace the well-worn old 
unit.  Glenn & Alan installed the new cabinet the end of March.  Those who have seen it have 
commented how nice it is.  We are very grateful for the time and talents both of you offered 
toward this wonderful improvement.  THANK YOU!!  (Photos included in this issue of The Dunker.) 

 

“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY DONATION APPRECIATION… Monetary gifts received on “Souper” Bowl Sunday totaled 
$344.72 and this special offering was divided equally between two local organizations.  Acknowledgement of these 
donations were received from the two organizations… 

 - THANK YOU FROM SALEM UMC FOOD PANTRY… Thank you for your contribution ($172.36) to the Salem United 
Methodist Church (Wolfsville) for the Food Pantry. – William G. Burrier, Treasurer 
- THANK YOU FROM MIDDLETOWN VALLEY PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE… We would like to extend our thanks to your 
church for its donation of $172.36 to our organization.  Your members’ support is greatly appreciated on behalf 
of our community.  Wishing you peace.  -Barbara Ramsey, Corresponding Secretary 

 

THANK YOU FROM MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN… 

- Thank you for your partnership in the mission and ministry of the Church of the Brethren.  It is a blessing to 
partner with you as we continue the work of Jesus together as we boldly share the love of Jesus with neighbors 
down the street and around the world.  – David A. Steele, General Secretary 
- Thank you for supporting the Global Food Initiative with your generous and sacrificial giving.  May the Lord 
continue to bless you for caring for those who are hungry.  In Hope and Love, Jeffrey S. Boshart, Manager, GFI 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY… We offer heartfelt sympathy to the family & friends of 
the following individuals on their recent death. 

 

Marvin O. Brandenburg – March 11, 2021 

Betty Mae Thomas Linton – March 20, 2021 

Bradley L. Wiles – March 25, 2021 

Jeffrey L. Harshman – March 30, 2021 

Jack Krogmann – March 30, 2021 

Gaynel Elizabeth Miller – April 1, 2021 

Beverly Ann Delauter – April 7, 2021 

Katherine Stockman – April 19, 2021 

  
 

OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO…  
 

Nicki & Jeremiah Keller on the birth of their daughter, Riot Lynn Keller. Born February 3, 
2021.  She weighed 7lb. 7oz. and was 19¾ inches long.  Paternal grandparents are Johnnie 
& Vicki Keller. 
 

Anna Thomasson & Martin Ispizva on the birth of their second son, Tego Martin.  Born 
March 19, 2021 at 5:04 a.m.  He weighed 7lbs. 6oz. and was 20¼ inches long.  Maternal grandparents are 
Carl & Brenda Thomasson, maternal aunt is Holly Thomasson, and maternal great-grandparents are Anna 
Mae Rosenberry and Helen Thomasson. 

 

  



The Dunker, May 2021 Page 8 
 

   MAY 2021 Deacons of the Month:  Jennie & Kevin Leatherman   
 

 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Apr 25 
 

Apr 26 
 

 

Apr 27 
 

 

Apr 28 
 

 

 

Apr 29 
 

 

Apr 30 
 

 

1 
 

Steps for Disaster 
Relief Walkathon 

(all month) 

2      
 

“My 2¢ for Hunger” 
Offering 

 

3 
 

 

4 

 
5 

 

 

6 

7p 

“Conversations on 
Racism” (PH) 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

 8 
 

9 
 

Blanket Sunday 

10 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

12 
 

 

13 

7p 

“Conversations on 
Racism” (PH) 

 

June Newsletter 
deadline 

14 

 

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17 
 

 

18 

 

19 
 

 

 

20 

7p 

“Conversations on 
Racism” (PH) 

 

21 
 

 

22 

 

23 
 

Memorial Sunday 
 

4-8p Growing Project 

Chipotle Fundraiser 
(W. Patrick St. 

Frederick) 

24 
 

 

25 

 

26 
 

 

 

27 

7p 

“Conversations on 
Racism” (PH) 

 

28 
 

 

29 

 

30 
 

Graduate Sunday 

31 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 

(Observed) 

Jun 1 
 

 

Jun 2 
 

 

 

Jun 3 
 

 

Jun 4 
 

 

Jun 5 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary (and in the church parking lot by radio) 

A recording of the worship service will be made available by email and on Facebook on Sunday afternoons. 
 

GENERAL IN-OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Sandi – Tuesdays-Wednesdays-Thursdays from 9am-2pm 

Secretary Kathie – Tuesdays-Wednesdays-Thursdays from 8am-4pm 

Secretary Kathie off May 19-20 

 

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP 
 

The 2021 Flower Chart is posted on the hallway bulletin board.  If you would like to provide flowers 
to be displayed on the communion table during Sunday morning worship, please signup now.   
 

A message indicating the person(s) you are honoring or remembering can be submitted to the 
Church Office or to kathie.tucker@gcob.org no later than Wednesday prior to the date the flowers 
will be provided.  Questions?  Call the church office, 301-293-9516. 

mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
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PRAYING IN THE “IN-BETWEEN” TIME… MAY 2021 
 

Insert image of calendar from SER 
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SHEPHERD’S SPRING NEWS 
16869 Taylors Landing Road • Sharpsburg, Maryland 21782 

301- 223-8193 • www.shepherdsspring.org 
Camp Representative for GCOB:  Brooke Smith 
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    Sandi Evans Rogers, Interim Pastor 
 

SUNDAY FAMILY WORSHIP HOUR 
10:30 am (sanctuary) 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday – Wednesday – Thursday 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Tue-Wed-Thu  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Phone – 301-293-9516 
Church Secretary – Kathie Tucker 

 

Website – http://www.gcob.org 
Email:  office@gcob.org  

pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com 
kathie.tucker@gcob.org 

Please submit news items for the June 2021 issue of 
The Dunker no later than Thursday, May 13. Thank 
you! 

 

GIVING THROUGH TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

Offerings to GCOB can be presented in the following ways: 
Offering plate – Cash and checks may be placed in the 
offering plate during worship and Sunday school. 
Online – Visit www.gcob.org and click on DONATE. 
Mail – Send checks to Grossnickle COB, P.O. Box 575, 
Myersville, MD 21773.  Indicate “offering” on check. 
 

Make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB.”  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gcob.org/
mailto:pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com
mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
http://www.gcob.org/

