
 

  

Grossnickle Church of the Brethren April 2021 
 

Spring is in the Air… with a cool breeze right behind it.  Flowers are pushing up from the 

ground, trees are budding, birds singing, and the sun is shining gloriously on a few more days than in 
March.  An amazing season is upon us; new life is about to bloom and blossom!! 
 
 Spring is a season of new life, new hope, and new joy.  From flowers, to trees, to 
animals, we can already see the hope of “newness” in the coming of Spring. 
 
 For those of us as followers of Jesus, spring reminds us that God is all about new 
stuff. In fact, Jesus promised to make everything new one day (Revelation 21:5 NIV). In 
the meantime, He gives us glimpses of the “new” coming through spring. 
 
 As we move from winter to spring, I invite you to reflect on some scripture verses that let us 
discover some themes of spring. May they soak into our souls…just like a warm sun on a cloudless day. 
 

That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— 

whatever they do prospers. Psalm 1:3, NIV 
 
 Spring is an optimal time for growth. The right mixture of sunlight and water, enhance the growth 
nature experiences. In our spiritual lives, growth comes from the right rhythm of time with God in His Word 
and time with other sisters and brothers in sharing life together.  
 

As surely as the sun rises, He will appear; He will come to us like the winter rains, 
like the spring rains that water the earth. Hosea 6:3, NIV 

 
 Spring is an optimal time where we can find the hope to start over again.  Everyone needs 
forgiveness in our lives. We can get off track.  But what a gift when God shows up to remind us we can 
reconnect in and through Him. He’s more than ready to give us that kind of healing in our lives. We simply 
need to turn back to Him.  
 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Psalm 51:10, NIV 

 

 Spring is an amazing time to experience Renewal in our souls. Our God is in the renovation 
business. He can take something, or someone who is broken, weary, or feeling spent and transform them 
into something of awe and wonder. He’s more than willing to meet us where we are and transform us from 
within. 
 
 As we enter spring, take the opportunity to go on a long walk on a sunny day or splash through 
puddles like a kid during an unexpected shower; just find some fun ways to soak up the blessings of 
spring. Let the sights, sounds and smells of a new season bring something new to life in you this year. 
 
May you find Joy in the Spring Journey, 
Pastor Sandi 
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UPCOMING SERMONS 
 
Please join us for Worship in one of a variety of ways.  Join us Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in-person 
(masked and distanced) in the Sanctuary or by radio from your vehicle in the church parking lot.  Worship 
recordings will still be available Sunday afternoons through email and Facebook.  And, for anyone without 
internet access, you may still receive an audio-only CD by contacting the church office. 
 
  

 April 4 (Easter Sunday) I AM…the Resurrection & Life John 11:25-26 Pastor Sandi Evans Rogers 

 April 11 TBA TBA Guest Preacher: Sophie Lethbridge 

 April 18 Micah Challenge:  Do Justice Micah 6:6-8 Pastor Sandi Evans Rogers 

 April 25 Micah Challenge:  Love Mercy Micah 6:6-8 Pastor Sandi Evans Rogers 

 May 2 Micah Challenge:  Walk Humbly Micah 6:6-8 Pastor Sandi Evans Rogers 
 

 

 

WORSHIP PLANS UPDATE 
 
The Board has voted to once again conduct in-person worship in our sanctuary starting April 4th.  We will 
continue to worship in this way until the Board would need to meet and discuss if a change is needed.  
Social distancing and masks will still be required when we gather for worship and when inside the church 
building. GCOB will continue to offer the option of listening from your car.   An online experience will be 
available Sunday afternoons by email and on Facebook.  Also, an audio recording of the worship service 
will still be available by contacting the church office. 
 

The Board will continue to monitor Covid trends, Governor’s orders, and District guidance.  As we monitor 
conditions within the county and our congregation, Music and Worship will be discussing topics related to 
worshiping together, including how many services we will provide, when singing will be permitted, etc.  
Christian Ed will also be reaching out to members in order to gather information regarding Sunday School 
given Covid restrictions and logistics needed for everyone’s safety.  Our Music & Worship and Christian 
Ed Commissions will provide suggestions to the Board for approval as timing is appropriate to begin 
moving further toward gathering as close to normal as we can safely do so. 
 

Lastly, the Board voted to extend Pastor Sandi's interim pastor contract from April 2021 to October 2021. 
 

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
The committee was given several pastoral profiles to review. As of the publishing on The Dunker the 
committee has interviewed two candidates. The committee will now meet to determine if the candidates 
will be asked to participate in a second interview with the committee and tour our facilities. The committee 
asks the congregation to keep them in prayer as they continue to discern the call for GCOB’s next pastor. 
 

Search Committee:  Dave Doyle, Ryan Harshman, Patty Hurwitz, Catherine Mahoney, Danny Rumpf, 
Brooke Smith, and Myralee Wiles 
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE DELEGATE NEEDED 
 

The Board is seeking one individual to be a delegate at the 2021 Church of the Brethren Annual 

Conference. The Conference is virtual this year and runs from June 30 - July 4. If you are interested, 

please contact Danny Rumpf at 240.675.1897 or djrumpf78@comcast.net. 

  

mailto:djrumpf78@comcast.net
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 CELEBRATE HOLY WEEK & EASTER WITH US . . . 
 

EGGS-A-LENT DEVOTIONS FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 

A very special way to walk with children through the story of Holy Week and Jesus’ 
resurrection. The Eggs-A-Lent set includes an egg carton with eggs that have each 
been ‘stuffed’ with an item to help children to connect with the story of Jesus’ last 
week, and a set of devotions. 
 

Make plans to walk this path with your children or grandchildren this year. You will 
want to make sure you have your set of Eggs-A-Lent prior to March 24th. March 24 
is the day to begin the daily devotions, they take you all the way to Easter morning.  
This activity is available in the breezeway to pick up at your convenience. 
 

Sponsored by the Christian Education Commission 
 

THE LENTEN JOURNEY: A PRAYER EXPERIENCE…DEVOTIONS FOR HOLY WEEK 
 

The Lenten Journey: Prayer Experience is a time of reflection, penitence and preparation as we meditate on the 
life of Christ, His crucifixion and resurrection.   
 

This year you are invited to participate in some special devotions that will invite you to walk the path that Jesus 
walked his last week and reflect on the moments He shared in His last hours.   
 

Though this year we will not experience the physicality of this walk, the different devotions and the bodily actions 
can seed faith as much as express it.  
 

Keep this question on your mind and heart as you take this Lenten journey to the cross:   
 

When I wake up on Resurrection Sunday, how will I be different? 
 

One devotion will be sent out daily from March 25th through April 2nd. 
 

A SPECIAL LOVE FEAST SERVICE 
 

A special Maundy Thursday Love Feast Service will be held April 1st at 7:00 pm.  
We will gather on Zoom for this special evening.  A unique Love Feast is being 
planned where families can participate in self-examination, foot washing, Bread and 
Cup, and more from within the safety and tenderness of their homes during the 
Service.  Make plans to join us for this unique experience of worship, fellowship and 
sharing in our sacred ordinances.  A Zoom link will be sent to all who currently 
receive weekly worship recordings by email. 

 

TENEBRAE GOOD FRIDAY VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

This Good Friday, April 2, join us in a virtual service of prayer and readings. This service is 
contemplative in nature and will allow us to end in the place the disciples found themselves that first 
Friday evening after Jesus’ death on the cross…in the darkness of the night. Still, silent, broken, 
confused…waiting. 
 

This service with be emailed out on Friday, April 2.  It is suggested that you watch in the evening…that 
it might set you in the mood to reflect and end your day in anticipation of the silence of Saturday. 
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PARENTS’ NITE-IN 
 
In the midst of the pandemic many parents find it challenging to make time 
for themselves. It is still significant to build a strong family that can flourish 
in the midst of a pandemic.  A healthy marriage is the foundation of a strong 
and faithful family.  We want to offer ideas that have the opportunity of 
enriching your relationship together.  This month we offer a simple “event” 
for helping couples to be intentional in focusing on one another.   
 

April PUZZLE Night... In April, we are offering the idea of a puzzle night.  Depending on the weather, 
you can build outside or in, since nights can still be cool in April.  Puzzles have us working together, 
and provide opportunities of communication and problem solving together.  Great skills for parents to 
nurture and strengthen. Instructions will be emailed right after Easter…. and, a few copies will be 
available in the breezeway.  We will have some puzzles you can ‘borrow’ in a basket in the 
breezeway.  Come try a “new” one for you. 
 

Hosted by the Christian Education Commission 
 

CANCELED            MEAT CANNING            CANCELED 
 

The 2021 Meat Canning Project schedule will be 6 days, April 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 and 
14 at Christian Aid Ministries in Ephrata, Pennsylvania.  Grossnickle Church has 
signed on to provide volunteers on Tuesday, April 13 and Wednesday, April 14.  
We will leave from the parish hall parking lot at 6:45 each morning to arrive for the 
9:00-2:30 shift.  If you would like to help with the 2021 Meat Canning Project, 
please contact Marion Leatherman at 301-293-4266. 
 

Please continue to lift this project in prayer so it will be successful in ministering to 
those who are in need.  Due to the uncertainties surrounding Covid-19, the Meat 

Canning Task Team has discussed several alternate plans in case enough volunteers can’t be found. 
On behalf of the Meat Canning Task Team, thank you for your partnership to feed people, both near 
and far, who are hungry.  Let us, together, continue to serve others in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

SPRING FOOD PANTRY DRIVE 
 

Our Outreach Commission encourages everyone to bring groceries on 
Sunday, April 18 to benefit Salem United Methodist Church Food 
Pantry.  Salem serves individuals and families with a Myersville, 
Smithsburg and Sabillasville address and, also, people in need in their 
own congregation.  Fortunately, there has not been an increase in 
families they serve; nonetheless, donations are always appreciated. 
 

The pantry is currently well stocked in most items (and is running out of 
room), but we are told they could always use household items and 

toiletries.  Currently, items most needed for Salem UMC’s pantry are:  liquid laundry detergent, dish washing 
soap, toilet paper, paper towels, bar soap, hand soap, shampoo/conditioner, and deodorant. 
 

Of course, other canned goods and pantry items are always welcome.  Please check expiration dates 
on all products.  Expired food will not be delivered to the Pantry.  Thanks so much for supporting this 
wonderful effort!  Salem UMC tells us the families that visit are always so appreciative. 
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GROWING PROJECT NEWS 

 
The Growing Project committee is looking forward to another 

successful year in 2021, raising funds for Growing Hope Globally.  

This is our sixteenth year of working toward helping our brothers and 

sisters rise out of hunger and poverty.  We know we have made a 

real difference in the lives of many people around the globe.  Please 

continue to support the Growing Project through your prayers, donations, and presence at our events 

throughout the year. 

 
For this year, we chose to sponsor the Haiti Mole St. Nicolas program.   This program works with 
farmers in a severely food insecure region of Haiti where lack of roads and infrastructure prohibit 
many non-profits from working in that area.  We liked that this program works with water issues in that 
region, both with providing access to a spring for drinking, and helping folks with better means of 
fishing to conserve resources. 
 
Please note these 2021 Growing Project events on your calendar and plan to join us: 

Sunday, April 18 – Kick off Sunday 
Sunday, May 23 – Chipotle Fundraiser, 4-8:00 pm  
Sunday, June 13 – Blessing of the Seed, 3:00 pm 
Saturday, Sept. 18 – Sub Sale 
Sunday, October 17 – Harvest Celebration, 2:30 pm   

 
We are always grateful for corporate sponsors and individuals who sponsor an acre or portion of an 
acre on the Growing Project farm.  For more information please call the church office or Patty Hurwitz 
at 301-471-7810. 
 

“STEPS FOR DISASTER RELIEF” WALK-A-THON 
 

This is a district-wide event scheduled for the entire month of May to raise 
donations for our District’s Disaster Relief Fund.  We would love for you to walk 
and get sponsors to support this effort.  Please consider this worthy cause 
because DISASTERS DON’T STOP!  A list of GCOB walkers will be included in 
the May newsletter so that our church family can identify walkers they may 

sponsor within our congregation.  To participate in the walk-a-thon, please see the flyer included at 
the end of this newsletter.  Sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex or contact Pam J., 301-293-
3629, to let her know you will be walking. 
 

PREPARATIONS FOR GRADUATE SUNDAY 
 
Each year in May we recognize students in our church family who will be graduating 
from high school, college, or a trade school in the Spring.  This year we will celebrate 
our 2021 graduates on Sunday, May 23rd. 
 
Please provide names of 2021 graduates and related information (i.e. high school, 
trade school, college and degree) to the Church Office now so preparations can be 
made for recognition of our graduates.  Thank you. 
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ANNUAL MID-ATLANTIC DISASTER RESPONSE AUCTION 
 

The 2021 Mid-Atlantic Disaster Response Auction that is traditionally held the first Saturday in May 

has been scheduled for later this year.   Mark your calendar now for Saturday, November 13, 2021 

and plan to attend this annual fund raiser held at the Carroll County Ag Center, Westminster, MD.  

Funds raised will benefit the Emergency Disaster Fund of the Church of the Brethren to help victims 

recover from many disasters all around our world. 

 

ADOPT-A-ROAD FOLLOW-UP & THANKS 
 

March 13th was a gorgeous day for Adopt-a-Road! Thank you to all who helped clean our little bit of 

paradise. We picked up 13 bags a trash!!  Our road crew included: Mary Kathryn Barnet, Angi and 

Jack Cornell, Pepper and Dan Delauter, Scott, Mary, Seth and Addison Geasey, Nelson and Sharon 

Hipkins, Pam Jouannet, Jennie, Andrew and Paige Leatherman, Deirdre, Patrick and Catherine 

Mahoney, and our fearless driver, Christy Kehlbeck, who helped put up and take down road signs 

and picked up bags of trash. Thanks to all who helped. We look forward to another job well done 

during our next clean-up scheduled for June 12th. 
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NOTES OF THANKS 
 

THANK YOU FROM EDITH K. BRASHEARS… I wish to thank everyone for the 
lovely cards for my birthday.  God bless everyone for their kindness. 
 
THANK YOU ON BEHALF OF FAYE BLICKENSTAFF HAYS... Faye is very thankful 
for all the get well and birthday cards, plus the prayers for her and the family.  She says 
she has lots of Rehab sessions scheduled to improve her strength and balance and she feels 
so blessed to be home.   Faye appreciates all the support and love from the church. 

 
THANK YOU FROM BETH CAREY to Marion Leatherman and everyone in your woodcutting ministry. 
You generously gave me wood last winter and this winter.  Thank you for your kindness. 
 
THANK YOU FROM HEARTLY HOUSE… The dictionary definition of the word empower is: “to make 
(someone) stronger and more confident…”  Your recent very generous contribution of Giant Eagle and Weis gift 
cards, in response to our holiday appeal, did exactly that.  The gift cards that you donated are helping to give our 
clients some control and a sense of dignity.  On behalf of our clients, I thank you from the bottom of my heart and 
wish you a healthy holiday season.  Thank you for making a difference.  Sincerely, Niki Thrash, Director of 
Development 
 
THANK YOU FROM FAHRNEY KEEDY… On behalf of our family of residents, residents’ families, 
associates, volunteers and Board of Directors, thank you very much for your generous support of Fahrney Keedy 
Senior Living Community.  Your generous $575 contribution to the Fahrney Keedy Benevolent Fund will make 
an impact on the lives of our family of residents as they continue to live their lives in a caring, quality 
environment.  We are EXTREMELY grateful to you for your selfless contribution.  We value your dedication to 
our mission to enrich the lives of seniors, and to our vision to be a vibrant, faith based community.  Thank you 
again for your generous support and God bless.  We are grateful for this amazing support!  Sincerely, Steve P. 
Coetzee, President/CEO 
 
THANK YOU FROM GROWING HOPE GLOBALLY… Dear Friends, thank you for your generous donation 
to Growing Hope Globally.  We are grateful that you have joined us in growing lasting solutions to hunger.  For 
more than 20 years we have worked alongside our partners, helping people around the world to improve their 
incomes and food security.  Your gift means even more people will experience the dignity and hope of providing 
for themselves!  Thank you for loving your global neighbors!  Max Finberg, President & CEO 
 
THANK YOU FROM OUR DISTRICT OFFICE… 
Dear Grossnickle Congregation, on behalf of the staff 
and leadership team of the Mid-Atlantic District 
Church of the Brethren, thank you for your continued, 
generous support of our ministry.  The Mid-Atlantic 
District consists of congregations from Maryland, 
Virginia, Delaware, District of Columbia, West 
Virginia, and South Central Pennsylvania.  The 
district has many committees and activities to support 
your church and ministers.  Sincerely, Gene 
Hagenberger [Contributions were made to Outreach 
and to Meat Canning.] 
 

 

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP 
 

The 2021 Flower Chart is posted on the 
hallway bulletin board.  If you would 
like to provide flowers to be displayed 
on the communion table during Sunday 
morning worship, please signup now.   

 

A message indicating the person/s you are honoring or 
remembering can be submitted to the Church Office or 
to kathie.tucker@gcob.org by Wednesday prior to the 
date the flowers will be provided.  Questions?  Call the 
church office, 301-293-9516. 

mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
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   APRIL 2021 Deacons of the Month:  Kelly & Danny Rumpf   
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Mar 28 
 

 

Mar 29 
 

 

 

 

Mar 30 
 

 

 

 

Mar 31 
 

7p 

Sermon-Based Small 
Group (Zoom) 

 

 

 

 

1 
 

7p 

Special Love Feast 
(Zoom) 

2 
 

Tenebrae Good Friday 
Virtual Worship 

(email & Facebook) 

3 

 

4     EASTER 
 

“My 2¢ for Hunger” 
Offering 

9am - Easter 
Worship (outdoors) 

10:30am - Easter 
Worship (Sanctuary) 

 

5 
 

 

6 

 

7 
 

 

8 

 

 

9 
 

 

 

 

 10 
 

11 
 

12 

 

 

 

13 
 Meat Canning 

(meet at PH @ 6:45a) 

 

14 
Meat Canning 

(meet at PH @ 6:45a) 
 

 

15 
May Newsletter 

deadline 

16 

 

17 
 

 

18 
 

Spring Food Drive & 

Growing Project 

Kick-off 

(during Worship) 

19 
 

 

20 

 

21 
 

 

 

22 
 

23 
 

 

24 

 

25 
 

26 
 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

 

 

29 
 

 

30 
 

 

May 1 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary (and in the church parking lot by radio) 

A recording of the worship service will be made available by email and on Facebook on Sunday afternoons. 
 

GENERAL IN-OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Sandi – Tuesdays-Wednesdays-Thursdays from 9am-2pm 

Secretary Kathie – Tuesdays-Wednesdays-Thursdays from 8am-4pm 

 

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES 
 

March 28 ... Palm Sunday Worship (virtual) ..................................... A service of celebration and anticipation 

April 1 ........ Maundy Thursday ZOOM Love Feast, 7:00 pm ............. A service of remembrance and humility 

April 2 ........ Good Friday Tenebrae Worship (virtual) .................................. A service of prayer and reading,  

  contemplative, ending in darkness 

April 4 ........ Community Sunrise Service ........................................... A service of celebration of life and hope 

 @ Garfield United Methodist Church, 6:30 am 

April 4 ........ Easter Worship (Outside), 9:00 am ............................. A service of celebration of resurrected life 

April 4 ........ Easter Worship (in Sanctuary), 10:30 am ................... A service of celebration of resurrected life 

Pastor Sandi off April 5-11 

Pastor Sandi off 
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PRAYING IN THE “IN-BETWEEN” TIME… APRIL 2021 
 

Insert image of calendar from SER 
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    Sandi Evans Rogers, Interim Pastor 
 

SUNDAY FAMILY WORSHIP HOUR 
10:30 am (sanctuary) 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday – Wednesday – Thursday 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Tue-Wed-Thu  8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Phone – 301-293-9516 
Church Secretary – Kathie Tucker 

 

Website – http://www.gcob.org 
Email:  office@gcob.org  

pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com 
kathie.tucker@gcob.org 

Please submit news items for the May 2021 issue of 
The Dunker no later than Thursday, April 15. Thank 
you! 

 

GIVING THROUGH TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

(2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

Offerings to GCOB can be presented in the following ways: 
Offering plate – Cash and checks may be placed in the 
offering plate during worship and Sunday school. 
Online – Visit www.gcob.org and click on DONATE. 
Mail – Send checks to Grossnickle COB, P.O. Box 575, 
Myersville, MD 21773.  Indicate “offering” on check. 
 

Make checks payable to “Grossnickle COB.”  Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gcob.org/
mailto:pastorsandi.gcob@gmail.com
mailto:kathie.tucker@gcob.org
http://www.gcob.org/

